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Skjaergaard), provides numberless harbours for the fisherman, and
good spawning grounds for the fish. The proximity of the Arctic
leads to the predominance of northern species, and these find their
home on the ocean banks, more especially in the vicinity of the
Lofoten Islands which are the centre of the cod-fishing industry.
Herring are obtained all along the coast from Bergen northwards,
but the relative productivity of different districts varies greatly
from year to year. The cod, when salted and dried, are exported
to the Catholic countries of Europe (chiefly to Spain), while- the
herring are sent to Germany, Sweden, and Russia, Whale-fishing
is carried on from various ports, ships going to the seas round the
north and west of Britain and more especially to the South Atlantic
round South Georgia, the South Orkneys, and the South Shetlands.
With the development of hydro-electric methods of treating
ore it has become possible to develop the, iron industry, as the
poverty of the country in coal is at least partially compensated by
the abundance of its water-power. Iron ores are abundant, those
with the highest iron content lying in the south, where they are
mined near Kragero and Arendal and smelted in electric furnaces
not far off. A low-grade ore is found along the coast from the
vicinity of the Arctic Circle northwards and is worked at various
places but more especially in Sydvaranger. Owing to the low iron
content this ore is subjected to magnetic concentration before it is
exported. Among other minerals, silver is worked at Kongsberg, and
copper, which is widely distributed, in Nordland and elsewhere.
Of the industries other than those already mentioned, the most
important are shipbuilding, the manufacture of paper, wood pulp,
and matches, and the production of various chemical substances
by the fixation of atmospheric nitrogen. Within recent years the
last mentioned group of industries has become firmly established
in Norway, which is specially favoured by its large supplies of
water-power. At Odde, on an arm, of the Hardanger Fjord, there
are large works for the manufacture of calcium carbide, which is
used in the production of acetylene. Calcium cyanamide, which
is also made at Odde, is obtained by the combination of calcium
carbide with nitrogen, and may either be applied to the soil directly,
or indirectly after it has been converted into ammonium salts. At
Notodden, on Lake Hitredal in Telemark, nitrate of lime known as .
Norwegian saltpetre, and the still more valuable ammonium nitrate